
Beautiful kitchens

Real inspiration New-build home

for a similar bespoke kitchen by 
Baker & Baker, cabinetry only

Kitchen 
Fact File

THE FAMILY claudia 
Gray, who is an actress, 
her husband James, 
a farmer, and their 
children Stella, seven, 
theo, five, and Sylvie, 

three, plus Meryl the Jack Russell
THE HOME Self-built timber-
framed farmhouse in Suffolk 
THE PROJECT creating an open-
plan, eco-friendly kitchen-diner

PRice GUiDe

£17,000

Claudia and James Gray looked to the future when planning  
the practical design in their purpose-built farmhouse

FEATuRE MAXINE CLARKE • PHOTOGRAPHY TONY TIMMINGTON

‘IT’S A KITCHEN FOR LIFE’

layoUt
Designed by Cameron 
Scott of Timber Design, 
the front section of the 
single-storey house is 
completely open-plan. 
The kitchen and dining 
area make up half the 
space, with the sitting 
room and entrance hall 
occupying the rest
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StoRaGe SolUtionS
To compensate for the lack of 
wall cupboards, freestanding 
units were built, including  
this useful glassware cabinet

Claudia and James Gray took five years  
to plan and build their farmhouse, with the 
kitchen being the final part to be completed. 
Claudia explains how the project evolved… 

Why did you decide to build your own home?
This is where we keep our Hereford cattle, 
so we needed to be up here with them, but 
there was no house on the land, just a huge 
complex of Nissen huts, as this place was once 
an air base. In fact, more than 2,000 American 
airmen were stationed here during the war  
and the site is of great historical significance.
  
When did the work begin?
We started building in 2010 while living nearby. 
The house itself was designed by Cameron 

Scott of Timber Design, and was specifically 
created to look like a Nissen hut. Lots of people 
knock them down as they think they’re ugly, but 
this site has such a rich heritage, we had a duty 
to keep our home in tune with its surroundings. 

We also had the luxury of taking our time 
and thinking about everything carefully. Plus, 
we were doing the build alongside raising  
our family and working on the farm, which  
is why it took so long. It was a huge project  
that involved years of planning, much of which 
was spent researching ideas for the kitchen. 

Did you have a set theme in mind?
The space dictated the layout. Because it’s an 
open-plan room with lots of windows, eye-level 
cupboards weren’t an option, and, as it’s long 
and wide, we needed a large, central island. 

I chose painted cabinetry because I knew it 
was going to get knocked about, so I can easily 
update it with a fresh coat. It’s a kitchen for life 
and there was no question of ever replacing it. 

Was it difficult to find a kitchen company?
James and I didn’t want to spend too much  
on the scheme, and we were pretty adamant 
about using our own harvested wood for the 
worktops. We spoke to lots of designers but it 

was only Graham Baker of Baker & Baker who 
wasn’t fazed by the idea of using self-sourced 
materials. His team were able to take our 
designs and turn them into a reality, and that’s 
why we chose them. They were brilliant!

What style of cabinetry did you envisage?
Anything that looked too hi-tech just wouldn’t 
have worked here, so it had to be simple, 
natural and at the utilitarian end of the 
spectrum. At the top of my wish list were 
drawers for housing pans and utensils,  
and lots of crockery and glassware storage.  
In our old house, we had a walk-in cold larder,  
so we wanted to replicate that here, too. 

We used our own oak for the worktops and 
had enough to make two runs. Baker & Baker 
kiln-dried the timber to make sure it was stable 
enough to work with, and then they selected  
the pieces they could use. It’s been Danish oiled 
about five times to get that glossy finish and  
it looks amazing. When it gets scratched over 
the years, it will only add to its character.

How did you choose the palette? 
The window frames are quite an unusual deep 
shade of blue and I’d already picked the dark 
Welsh slate floor tiles to match them, so I was  

how to...  
make the most of a large kitchen space

■ Keep your prep area and 
equipment centralised and 
compact (known as zoning), or 
face walking all around your 
kitchen every time you cook.  
■ Use one distinct piece of 
furniture or a feature to identify 
each part of the room. Here, 
the generous-sized island, 
dining-table lights and pair  

of sofas arranged to form a 
seating area, serve this function.
■ As the kitchen is always on 
show in an open-plan space,  
it’s important to reduce the 
impact of appliances. Not only 
is the range cooker hidden 
from view by the island, in the 
Gray house the larder fridge 
has been sunk into the wall.

3GET ThE LOOK
Blue-grey paint

LittLe Greene
Juniper Ash  

intelligent eggshell,  
£41 for 2.5 litres, is a 

soothing hue

Paint & PaPer 
Library

Opt for beautiful Blue 
Blood oil eggshell, 
£51.50 for 2.5 litres

Fired earth
This Tempest super 
eggshell, £49.50 for  

2.5 litres, is the shade  
of stormy skies

caBinetRy
The bespoke Shaker-

style cabinetry by Baker 
& Baker was built using 

solid oak and painted  
in Dulux’s Symphony 
Steel 1. ‘We wanted a 

tough finish that would 
be easy to look after,’ 

explains Claudia 

FAvOuRITE FEATuRE ‘I love the island – people like 
perching there for a chat, and because it’s solid oak it’s  
durable, so any mess or spillages can be cleaned off easily’

DininG aRea
Made by a friend 30 
years ago, the couple’s 
solid-elm table is 
teamed with iconic 
chairs and eye-catching 
pendant lights
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set on a blue-grey theme. It was all inspired  
by the Nissen huts, which are black, and we 
thought that everything else should tie in. 

How did the build progress?
Inevitably there were a few hiccups along the 
way, but nothing major. We were lucky that 
we had the huts to store the materials. We’ve 
done the whole build along traditional lines 
– James looked after the renovations and I’m 
good at making things look pretty. We had  
a contractor who oversaw the project but, 
being a farmer, James was heavily involved. 
Doing something like this you really get  
to know your strengths and weaknesses. 

Has the final result been worth the wait?
Absolutely. The kitchen was the last thing  
to happen and we completed it in June 2012 
and moved in July. The design is very natural, 
understated and practical, with a lot of wood, 
slate and painted finishes. It’s such a beautiful 
space that we all enjoy together as a family. 
Everything happens in the kitchen of a 
farmhouse – it’s the centre of operations.

ShoP the looK
Cabinetry
■ bespoke Shaker-style spray-painted 
solid-oak units by Baker & Baker. A similar 
kitchen, cabinetry only costs £17,000

WOrKSUrFaCeS
■ Solid oak. For similar, try Baker & Baker. 
Price per linear m £290

SPLaShbaCK
■ Clear glass. Price per linear m £100 

FLOOrinG
■ Welsh Dark Blue riven slate, Grey Slate 
& Stone. Price per sq m £42

aPPLianCeS
■ Deluxe dual-fuel range cooker in stainless 
steel, Falcon £3,290
■ Canopy extractor hood, Westin £542
■ Integrated larder fridge, Bosch £1,035
■ Fully integrated undercounter larder fridge, 
Bosch £485
■ Fully integrated undercounter freezer, 
Bosch £516
■ Fully integrated dishwasher, Bosch £460

SinK and taPS
■ Compact double-bowl inset sink in 
stainless steel, Franke £560  
■ Metis Triflow monobloc mixer filter tap 
with separate rinse in brushed pewter,  
Perrin & Rowe £700
■ Basic Pro3 boiling-water tap in stainless 
steel, Quooker £830

FiniShinG tOUCheS
■ Existing bespoke elm dining table, 
for similar, try Quercus Furniture £POa
■ Eames dSW chairs in White, 
The Conran Shop, each £32   
■ Children’s stools, for similar, try 
Ingolf Junior chair, Ikea, each £36
■ Bistro-style bar stool, for similar, try 
Tolix Tabouret, Espacio, set of two £531
■ Chrome bar stools, for similar, try 
Trinity, Overstock, set of two £127
■ Klippan two-seat sofa, Ikea £130
■ Existing Saarinen-style coffee table, 
for similar, try Interior Addict £151
■ Existing pendant lamps, for similar, 
try Ikea’s Fillsta, each £52
■ Spotlights, for similar, try Modern Single, 
Value Lights, each £19.99
■ Wooden bowl, for similar, try acacia wood, 
Naturally Med £44.99
■ Newgate wall clock, Pedlars £95
■ Metal storage jars, for similar, try 
Vintage Aluminum Canister Set, Etsy £17.90
■ Steel Symphony 1 eggshell, Dulux. 
Price for 2.5 litres £32.50
■ Shaded White emulsion, Farrow & Ball. 
Price for 2.5 litres, £32.50 

10.6 m

5.8
 m

FOr StOCKiStS, See PaGe 127

iSlanD
The long multifunctional unit is the 
hardest-working part of the kitchen. 

‘It’s got the children’s toys on one 
side, cookbooks on the other, plus all 
the pots and pans,’ says Claudia. The 

oak-topped design also houses a 
fully integrated dishwasher, and an 
undercounter fridge and freezer

laRDeR Unit
Cladding the door in stainless steel  

gives the larder and the adjacent fridge  
the look of an American-style design
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